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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 1-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

Regarding claim 1 , it is not clear as to what are the features encompassed by the 
phrase "calm and tranquil". In other words, what features determine a calm and tranquil 
face. 

There is lack of proper antecedent basis for the limitation "the activation pads". 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1, 2, 4 and 6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Hall Vandis in view of Arad. 

Hall Vandis teaches in the figures most of the elements including a boy (12; col. 
6, par. 2), a head portion having a face with calm and tranquil features (fig. 1 ; The 
examiner takes the position that the dolls' features of Hall Vandis teaches "calm and 
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tranquil" features as required by claim 1), two elongated flexible arms (14), two leg 
portions (17). However, regarding claim 1 and 2, Hall Vandis fails to teach an electronic 
circuit including a sound module housed in the body cavity and connected to a power 
source and a plurality of switching means covered by the outer covering. Arad teaches 
a doll having an electronic circuit including a sound module (col. 6, par. 2) housed in the 
body cavity (fig.2) and connected to a power source (col. 6, par. 2). Arad also teaches 
a plurality of,switching means (56, 58) covered by the outer covering and associated 
with the leg portions (col. 5, par. 2) and a voice synthesizing means (col. 6, par. 2). It 
would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to incorporate sound module connected to a power source, a plurality of 
switching means and a voice synthesizing means as taught by Arad in the transitional 
companion of Hall Vandis for the purpose of doll playing different speech phrases (col. 
3, line 30). 

Regarding claim 4, Hall Vandis fails teach closed eyelids. However, Hall Vandis 
teaches eyes (20) located on the face of the doll. It would have been obvious to one 
having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to have the eyelids of 
the doll of Hall Vandis closed since it is known in the art that dolls have different designs 
and/or postures. 

Regarding claim 6, Hall Vandis fails teach the sound module programmed to 
render the phrases, recited in the claim, sequentially upon activating the sensors. 
However, Hall Vandis does teach the doll has pre-recorded sounds that are record by a 
person. It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time th 
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invention was made to incorporate the phrases, recited in claim 6, in the transitional 
companion of Hall Vandis for the purpose of generating a reproduced message 
(Abstract, line 9). 

Claim 3 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Hall 
Vandis in view of Arad as applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of Goodwin. 

Hall Vandis and Arad teaches in the figures most of the elements of the claimed 
invention. However, Hall Vandis and Arad fails to teach a plush outer material. 
Goodwin teaches a plush toy having a body and plurality of detachable appendages 
(Abstract, lines 1 and 2). It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the 
art at the time the invention was made to use a plush material as taught by Goodwin for 
the outer cover of Hall Vandis and Arad for the purpose of providing soft outer surface. 

Claim 5 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Hall 
Vandis in view of Arad as applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of Van Hoose. 

Hall Vandis and Arad teaches in the figures most of the claimed elements. 
However, Hall Vandis and Arad fails to teach a torso having a rotund shape. Van 
Hoose teaches doll having a round shape torso (59). It would have been obvious to one 
having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to incorporate a round 
shape torso as taught by Van Hoose for the companion of Hall Vandis and Arad for the 
purpose of representing the body shape of the doll. 

Claim 7 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Hall 
Vandis in view of Hills and Arad. 
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Hall Vandis teaches in the figures most of the steps of the claimed invention. 
However, Hall Vandis fails to teach folding the arms of the therapy body around the 
person and activating the sensor switches by means of the activation pads at the legs of 
the therapy buddy. Hills teaches a puppet figure that can be designed to have a person 
configuration having arms (16, 18) folding around a person. It would have been obvious 
to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to apply the 
step of folding the arms of the therapy body around the person as taught by Hills in the 
method of Hall Vandis for the purpose of the hugging the person. 

Arad teaches a doll having an electronic circuit including a sound module (col. 6, 
par. 2) housed in the body cavity (fig.2) and connected to a power source (col. 6, par. 
2). Arad also teaches a plurality of switching means (56, 58) covered by the outer 
covering and associated with the leg portions (col. 5, par. 2) and a voice synthesizing 
means (col. 6, par. 2). It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art 
at the time the invention was made to apply the step of activating as taught by Arad in 
the method of Hall Vandis for the purpose of producing sound. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Friedel teaches a therapeutic doll land method of operation. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Bena Miller whose telephone number is 703.305.0643. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-91 97 (toll-free). 
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